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Wednesday, July 9, 2008 
9:30 a.m.
College Township Building
Minutes

Voting Members
Bill MacMath
Spring Township

Michele Barbin
Mountaintop Planning Region

Karen Michael
PennDOT District 2-0

Dave Modricker
Ferguson Township

Amy Story
State College Borough

Bob Jacobs
Centre County Planning and Community Development
Sue Hannegan
Centre County Planning and Community Development

Kent Baker
College Township

Karen Brown
Halfmoon Township

Ray Hankinson
Penns Valley Planning Region

Anita Everhart (for Dean Roberts)
PennDOT Central Office

Brent Brubaker
Patton Township

Hugh Mose
CATA

Xochi Confer
Lower Bald Eagle Planning Region
Doug Weikel
Benner Township

Bob Crum
Centre Regional Planning Commission

Paul Weener
Harris Township

Non-Voting Members

Dallas Gallo
Bellefonte Borough


Others Present:

Tom Zilla
Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA)
Trish Meek
CRPA

Greg Kausch
CRPA

Lori Shingler
CRPA

Mike Bloom
CCPCDO

Vickie Rusnak
PennDOT District 2-0
Tor Michaels
Representative Scott Conklin’s Office
1.
Call to Order
Mr. Baker called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.   
2.
Approval of Minutes

Mr. MacMath made a motion to approve the April 16, 2008 minutes.  Mr. Weikel seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
3. Citizens’ Comments
There were no citizen comments.
4. Member Reports
College Township – Mr. Baker reported that PennDOT is resurfacing Pike Street and Branch Road in Lemont.  The College Township Water Authority also has current projects on Branch and Puddintown Roads.  The Township is resurfacing Transfer Road and will be trying to do some of that work at night to avoid disruptions to the transfer station.  There had to be a change order for this project due to the new ruling on the prevailing wage law.  Mr. Baker said that they have just completed work on the Brush Valley Road Bridge in Oak Hall and they are starting work on the Trout Road Bridge in Houserville.
Harris Township – Mr. Weener noted that Harris Township is having a bid and design phase of the TE Streetscape Project and preliminary work is going on for the bridge in Linden Hall.  He said there are going to be traffic lights installed in the township that do not appear on the TIP because they are going to be paid for by the Liberty Hill developer.  One light will be on the corner of Routes 322 and 45 and one light will be at the exit of Liberty Hill on Route 45.  

State College Borough – Ms. Story said the Borough recently bid the Beaver Avenue Street Light TE project and it came in under bid.  Construction should start later in the fall.  

Spring Township – Mr. MacMath reported that the Centre Hall Greens Valley sewer project will start in about two weeks.  This is supposed to be completed in six weeks.  Blanchard Street will be resurfaced later this summer.

Benner Township – Mr. Weikel said that roads in Benner Township are also torn up due to the sewer project.  He said that development continues to grow along Benner Pike and there will be two new signals along that corridor in the next couple of years.
Halfmoon Township – Ms. Brown said that repaving will occur on Charlotte Street and Sawmill Road.

Patton Township – Mr. Brubaker noted that Home Depot is now open and signal coordination will occur in the next month.  Patton Township is tying up loose ends with the P Hotel on Waddle Road, where a turning lane will be constructed on Colonnade Boulevard later this year.  The Township had a scope of work meeting with PennDOT and the Toftrees developers, looking at a ramp off the Valley Vista Interchange into the Toftrees property.

Lower Bald Eagle Planning Region – Ms. Confer stated that the Wingate project is moving along, with utility relocation currently underway.  She said they hope to have the repaving done before school opens.  In addition, road bonding is going on with the gas well drilling in the upper portions of Snow Shoe and Boggs Township.  
Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA) – Mr. Mose said that they are struggling with a labor agreement right now between the labor group and the CATA Board.  He said that gas prices are affecting driving habits and there has been a significant increase in ridership on the commuter bus routes and also in the Centre Commute Program.  The carpool matching program has grown from 572 participants at the beginning of the year to nearly 1,000 now.  Surface planning is ongoing and one of the changes will be service to the Graysdale area to provide some level of service to the Geisinger facility. 

PennDOT District 2-0 – Ms. Michael reported that the District is working on the Accelerated Bridge Program, which calls for rehabilitating 1,000 bridges in the state by 2010.  The District was assuming that there was $200 million available in bond money, but the Governor announced that there is actually $350 million.  The District was not sure if this would result in more money for the area and whether more bridges would need to be added.  The District is also looking at ADA requirements, which will be a huge issue for PennDOT.  Ramps put in as recently as a couple of years ago are not meeting the new specifications.  The ramps are costing between $3,500 and $7,000 each, which is a significant increase.  This will affect local ramps as well because they require a local funding contribution. These requirements for ramps may impact the bid letting on the Beaver Avenue Betterment. 
Mountaintop Planning Region – Ms. Barbin said that road bonding is going on with gas well drilling.  She noted that the T-710 Kato Bridge is deteriorating rapidly and anything the MPO can do to bring that project up on the list would be appreciated.
Centre County – Mr. Jacobs noted that the County has signed an agreement with SEDA-COG for LED signal conversion.  State College Borough, Patton Township and Bellefonte Borough have already done a partial conversion, this project should complete their signals.  He said that signals in Port Matilda, Howard and Millheim Borough need to be done.

Penns Valley Planning Region – Mr. Hankinson said there is a detour through Spring Mills now because construction started on the Route 45 Bridge.  He noted that there have been a couple of fatal accidents on Route 322 and a letter from Senator Corman to Allen Biehler was included with the agenda concerning this. 

Ferguson Township – Mr. Modricker said that PennDOT made a presentation to the Board of Supervisors regarding the design and status of the project on Pine Grove Mountain.  

Bellefonte Borough – Mr. Gallo said that Columbia Gas is digging up East and West Howard Street.  The Streetscape Project at the intersection of North Allegheny and Howard Street has gone out to bid and the bids are currently being reviewed.

Centre Regional Planning Commission -- Mr. Crum said that through the Comprehensive Plan update, the municipalities adopted a Development of Regional Impact (DRI) ordinance.  Municipalities have agreed that they will not make certain zoning changes until the Planning Commission and municipalities comment on them.  He said there are two DRI applications in right now, both with potential transportation issues.  The first is in Harris Township, where they are proposing a zoning change to agricultural properties within the Regional Growth Boundary.  The change would increase density from one dwelling unit per acre to two dwelling units per acre.  The most significant property of impact is the Rocky Farm, which could hold 150-180 dwelling units.  Mr. Weener emphasized that the zoning change would only affect those agricultural lands within the Growth Boundary.
The second DRI application is for the eastern portion of Halfmoon Township.  There are lands just adjacent to Grays Woods and the Patton Township boundary that are owned by Halfmoon Acres Associated and the Grays Woods Partnership.  The Township is working on a concept that would increase density in the eastern portion of the township in exchange for decreasing density elsewhere.  

The development right now could hold about 1,000 dwelling units and the change would double that.

Mr. Crum noted that a transportation element is required with DRI applications.  He said he would keep the MPO updated on these.
5. Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2008 Update
Ms. Meek said that the reason for the 2008 update to the LRTP was to add the Act 44 projects, adjust costs for Year of Expenditure (YOE), remove projects to maintain fiscal constraint, remove completed projects, add line items and update project cost estimates.  
Reviewing the Highway and ITS project lists, Ms. Meek said that the line items that were added include:

· Pavement Restoration

· Safety

· CMAQ

· Interstate Maintenance (starting in 2011-2014)

Ms. Meek said that a significant difference is that two projects were moved to the Projects for Future Consideration list.  These are the Route 26/I-80 Local Access Interchange and the I-99/I-80 Exit 161 High Speed Interchange.  With the adjustments in cost estimates and YOE adjustments, eight additional projects were moved to the list for future consideration and Ms. Meek reviewed these.  

 Ms. Meek said that on the Bridge list, completed projects were removed, all Structurally Deficient (SD) bridges were added, and project costs were adjusted. She noted that no bridge projects were removed from the list.  Line items that were added include:

· SD Bridge 2009-2010 and 2011-2014

· Bridge preservation/maintenance

· Bridge maintenance box culvert

· Local bridge line item

For the Bicycle/Pedestrian list (previously Transportation Enhancements), completed projects were removed and only two approved projects are on the LRTP.  Line items are shown for the remainder of the Plan.  Ms. Meek said that a list of projects was attached.
Ms. Meek said that the Transit list was similar to the others in that completed projects were removed and project costs were adjusted.  Projects were added using CATA’s five-year major capital plan.  She said that vehicle replacement is based on estimated useful life and assumes one round of rehab/rebuild before new vehicle purchases.  

Ms. Meek reported that one telephone, five written, and three verbal comments were received during the required 30-day public comment period.  These are documented in a summary that was included in the agenda packet.  Because the LRTP update and TIP process were run as one comment period, they are recorded in one document.  

The Technical Committee should make a recommendation to the Coordinating Committee about adoption of the LRTP 2008 update.  The Coordinating Committee will meet on July 16.

Mr. Weener referred to Ms. Meek’s comment about a separate review of the Bicycle/Pedestrian projects outside the ranking process.  Ms. Meek said these projects are traditionally funded through the TE and Safe Routes to School program.  They are ranked using the overall ranking process, but in order for them to be funded, they must be re-reviewed by a separate ranking process as they are submitted.

Mr. Hankinson said that the Centre Daily Times reported that the Turnpike leasing is a dead issue now.  He asked if there was another funding source available.  Mr. Zilla said that staff has adopted the stance that Act 44 is law right now and the program of activities is moving forward based on that law and its assumptions of that funding source.  He said that if that source does not come through, there will be major changes to both the LRTP and the TIP to either reduce the number of projects or show another influx of funding from another program.
Mr. Baker referred to the summary pages and asked if those numbers add up to the detailed lists.  Ms. Meek said they do.  It is confusing because of the different funding sources that add up to create the highway funds.

Mr. Modricker made a motion to recommend to the Coordinating Committee adoption of the LRTP 2008 Update.  Ms. Story seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
6. 2009-2012 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Mr. Zilla noted that the documents enclosed with the agenda have not changed since the April meeting.  

Reviewing the Highway summary, Mr. Zilla said there are 14 highway projects on the TIP, all smaller scale projects, and 2 TE projects that were mentioned earlier.  There are line items for CMAQ, Safety, Rail Crossing, Pavement Restoration, and Transportation Enhancements.  Mr. Zilla noted that late in April Congress passed a Technical Corrections Bill for SAFETEA-LU, which shifted the Eastern Inner Loop earmark to the North Atherton Street signal project.  This also corrected the amount from $4 million to $400,000.  
Mr. Zilla said that on the Bridge side, there are 37 state bridges and 2 municipal bridges included.  All but two of these are SD bridges.  Line items are included for SD state and municipal bridges and for bridge preservation/maintenance.  He said this meets the state and PennDOT District 2-0’s targets for improving SD bridges.  

On the Transit side, projects are carried from TIP to TIP and this one includes 30 projects from the prior TIP.  Mr. Zilla said that there are 14 new projects, with the majority focused on vehicle rebuilds and replacements that are consistent with CATA’s latest capital plans.  Also included are the purchase of vans for the rapidly expanding vanpool program and JARC funding for regional commuter service.  

Mr. Zilla reviewed that PennDOT District 2-0 had made a presentation to the Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors about the Route 26 Pine Grove Mountain project.  The conceptual improvements include three primary elements:

· Truck pull-off at Huntingdon/Centre County line

· Truck escape ramp above the S-curve

· Truck escape ramp above Pine Grove Mills

Mr. Zilla said the preliminary cost estimate for these three elements is higher than the amount included on the TIP for the Construction phase.  PennDOT wanted to get input from the Supervisors about their preferences.  The Supervisors support advancing all three elements, but phasing the construction phases if necessary.  Staff recommends adopting the TIP as advertising and working to identify potential sources of additional funding.  PennDOT will refine the schedule and estimates and a status report is tentatively scheduled for September. 

Mr. Zilla reviewed some of the TIP-specific public comments:
· Consider potential negative impact of the Route 350 short-term improvements, which may increase truck traffic

· Consider transit/rideshare access point in downtown Philipsburg
· Several comments about short-term improvements on Route 322 in Harris and Potter Townships

· Question whether lower truck escape ramp on Route 26 just above Pine Grove Mills is effective

· Concern about negative impacts of the lower escape ramp relative to property acquisitions, historic features and stream

Mr. Zilla said the TIP includes the W. Beaver Avenue/S. Fraser Street intersection realignment as a 100% locally funded project.  The Borough is still pursuing a federal earmark.  There is also $412,367 included in 2009 for municipal SD bridges such as the College Township T-365 Trout Road Bridge or other prospective bridges.  Mr. Zilla noted that the TIP does not include funding for the I-80/Route 26 local access interchange.  
Reviewing the schedule, Mr. Zilla said that if the Coordinating Committee adopts the TIP on July 16, it will be submitted to PennDOT.  The State Transportation Commission (STC) will adopt the TIP and TYP by August 7 and by September 30, the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration will approve it.  The new TIP takes effect on October 1, 2008.

Mr. Hankinson made a motion recommending to the Coordinating Committee adoption of the 2009-2012 Centre County TIP.  Mr. Weener seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Zilla noted that there were a lot of projects programmed in the previous TIP, which will probably stretch out to the end of this one.  He did not think there would be enough money to construct all of these projects at once.
7. Procedures for TIP Modifications
Mr. Zilla stated that a set of procedures for TIP modifications must be adopted by the Coordinating Committee.  This spells out which changes need to be formally made by the MPO and which can be made by the project sponsors.  He said the changes are minor and no policy changes are being recommended.  Mr. Zilla reviewed these changes page by page.
Mr. Modricker asked for an example of a project under “F” on page 3.  This item states that “Addition/deletion of a project, with the exception of a 100% state-funded project that is not considered to be regionally significant under the air quality conformity guidelines” requires formal MPO action.  Mr. Zilla said that a paving project coming through with Act 44 funds would typically not be considered significant for air quality purposes.  If PennDOT wanted to do that project with Act 44 funds, it could be done with administrative action.  He said this carried over language from “Administrative Actions.”
Ms. Everhart noted that on the signature page, Secretary Biehler should be changed to Secretary Ritzman.  

Mr. Weikel made a motion recommending to the Coordinating Committee approval of the Procedures for TIP Modifications, with the change to Secretary Ritzman on the signature page.  Ms. Story seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
8. Air Quality Conformity Resolution for 2009-2012 Centre County TIP and LRTP 2008 Update
Mr. Zilla reviewed that Centre County is now designated as a “maintenance area” under the eight-hour ozone standard.  The MPO is still required to do conformity analysis under this designation.  He said the County is in attainment for other pollutants.   Conformity assures that the MPO’s programs and plans do not worsen existing or cause new violations of the federal air quality standards. Consequences of non-conformance are a lapse of the TIP and LRTP.

Explaining responsibilities for the air quality conformity analysis, Mr. Zilla said that PennDOT Central Office plays a lead role in coordinating with the state and federal environmental resource review agencies.  The Central Office also identifies projects as exempt or non-exempt from the analysis.  Most importantly, they retain the consultant that does the modeling of both the future traffic estimates and the air quality emissions that result from that.  They also prepare the draft reports.  Mr. Zilla said that District  2-0 and MPO staff assist in identifying projects as exempt or non-exempt and prepare detailed project data forms.  Staff prepares the final version of the report.

The forecasted emissions shown in the report are lower than the budgets established for this area.  The reduction is a result of increased travel speeds and a favorable mix of projects and programs.  Mr. Zilla said there are not a lot of capacity-adding projects in this conformity analysis.  In addition, there is a pretty big transit system included.  

Mr. MacMath made a motion recommending to the Coordinating Committee approval of the 2008 Centre County Air Quality Conformity Analysis Report and adoption of the Air Quality Conformity Resolution.  Mr. Hankinson seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
9. Annual Federal Transportation Planning Process Certification

Mr. Zilla stated that this certification is required to show that we are performing our planning program in conformance with all federal rules and regulations.  This year the MPO is required to provide documentation with the resolution that shows how it is meeting the various requirements in the resolution.  The MPO Self Certification Documentation was included with the agenda.  This covers Title 6 (Civil Rights), disadvantaged business enterprises requirements, ADA requirements, TIP financial constraint and capacity requirements, and Clean Air requirements. Examples of newspaper ads and a fiscal constraint chart will also be inserted.
Mr. Modricker made a motion recommending to the Coordinating Committee approval of the resolution certifying the CCMPO’s compliance with all applicable federal transportation planning regulations.  Ms. Story seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

10. Federal Safe Routes to School (FSRTS) Program

Ms. Meek provided an update on the FSRTS Program.  The program was launched on May 5, 2008 and staff participated in a web seminar to learn more about the MPO’s role.  Applications are due on August 1, 2008 and should be submitted to the PennDOT Central Office.

This program is different from what the MPO has done before with Transportation Enhancements, Home Town Streets and the non-federal Safe Routes to School programs.  Projects will be 100% federally funded.  There is approximately $12.6 million available statewide and the maximum project cost will be $1 million.  All projects must be located within two miles of a K-8 school, either public or private.  This program is for infrastructure improvements that improve student safety and/or promote walking and bicycling to school.  Ms. Meek said that project sponsors can be school districts, individual schools, municipalities, county governments and MPOs. 

Ms. Meek reviewed the MPO role, saying that applications will be reviewed and ranked by a statewide committee consisting of representatives from PennDOT, the Department of Conservation and National Resources, the Pennsylvania Advocates for Nutrition and Activities, Federal Highway Administration, the Department of Health and the Department of Education.  The MPO will provide ranking and comments to this statewide committee.  The MPO review is due by October 1, 2008.
Staff is recommending that the MPO form a subcommittee to review the applications using statewide criteria.  This subcommittee would consist of a representative each from PennDOT District 2-0, PennDOT Central Office, the Centre County Planning and Community Development Office and the Central Regional Planning Agency.  The MPO would review the subcommittee’s recommendations at their September meetings.

Ms. Meek said that staff is unaware of any intent to submit an application at this point.  Staff did outreach to all the municipalities, sending information to all managers or secretaries and contacting all the school districts.

Mr. Weener made a motion to the Coordinating Committee recommending approval of this process to review and provide comments to the FSRTS Statewide Selection Committee about candidate Centre County FSRTS projects.  Ms. Brown seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

11. Announcements

Mr. Zilla said that the next Technical Committee meeting will be on September 10, 2008.  Staff is hoping to initiate discussion about the major update of the LRTP.  Staff has discussed policy changes that the Coordinating Committee may want to make as well as technical information such as the ranking criteria and the information required from people requesting projects.  Funding will be a significant issue.  He said he also hoped to have presentations about CATA’s Rideshare Program and the University Airport.
Mr. Modricker referred to Act 44 Maintenance projects and asked if some of those had been removed.  Ms. Michael said that due to the cost of asphalt and concrete, there have been some cutbacks, but she did not know specifically which projects were removed.

Mr. Mose said that CATA is putting together an application for funding under the federal Clean Fuels Program.  He said MPO input is required, but the timeframe is very short so it may have to go directly to the Coordinating Committee.  
12. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Z. Shingler

Recording Secretary [image: image1.png]



