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Summary Report of the April 28,2009 Meeting

Assessment of Public Transportation Services

The CCMPO’s FY 2007-08 Unified Planning The consultant team has initiated Task Il by
Work Program includes supplemental funding presenting information to key stakeholder

for an assessment of the public transportation groups. The project is anticipated to be com-
services provided by CATA and the Centre pleted in mid-summer 2009.

County Office of Transportation Services

(CCQOT). The purpose is to examine the opera- The full Task I report and presentation can be
tions of both providers and recommend how found at www.ccmpo.net (navigate to the
their operations can be more closely coordinated. April 28 agenda).

Mr. Walt Cherwony, of the Abrams-Cherwony
Group, presented the baseline operating condi-
tions, which is Task I in the scope of work.

The Task | report was also presented at three
public meetings held on April 28 and 29 in dif-
ferent locations in Centre County.

Other tasks include:

Task Il — Public and stakeholder involvement
Task 111 — Identify operating alternatives
Task IV — Evaluate operating alternatives
Task V — Final plan and recommendations
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CCMPO Meeting — April 28, 2009

I-80/Route 26 Local Access Interchange

The 1-80/Route 26 Local Access Interchange is
one of two new interchanges proposed to con-
nect 1-99 to 1-80 in Spring and Marion Town-
ships. Both interchanges have advanced through
the design phase, but because sufficient funding
was not committed for construction, they were
removed the Centre County Long Range Trans-
portation Plan (LRTP).

In December 2008, the CCMPO received corre-
spondence from Marion Township requesting
that the Local Access Interchange be reconsid-
ered. This request was discussed at the February
24, 2009 Coordinating Committee meeting,
where additional information was requested
from PennDOT and MPO staff.

At the April 28 meeting, PennDOT and MPO
staff provided additional information about the
project and how the site for the Local Access
Interchange was determined. PennDOT staff
pointed out the various environmental features
that limited the area where the interchange could
be built.

Marion Township officials and citizens pre-
sented their view that the interchange would
cause more traffic on their local roads, resulting
in more accidents.

No action was required at this meeting by the
Coordinating Committee. The next formal ac-
tion by the MPO will likely be related to secur-
ing funding for the project. If funding is com-
mitted, the project will need to be added to the
LRTP and TIP, which would require additional
public input.

The project may be discussed again at the June
23, 2009 Coordinating Committee meeting.
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Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

The CCMPO initiated preparation of a new

update to the LRTP in fall 2008, with adoption

tentatively scheduled for June 2010. The
LRTP has been discussed at several MPO
meetings. Information was provided as part of

the agenda packet about Project Ranking Com-

mittee (PRC) activities. The PRC prepared a
survey to help guide the development of the
goals and objectives of the LRTP, which will
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serve as the framework for new project rank-
ing criteria. Nineteen surveys were returned.
The results of the survey were provided.

Staff requested that the Coordinating Commit-
tee schedule a special meeting on May 28,
2009 to further discuss the LRTP.

The Coordinating Committee took action to schedule a
special meeting on Thursday, May 28, 2009 to discuss the
LRTP. (This meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. at a location to
be determined.)

Federal Transportation Authorization Legislation

Earmarking of federal funds for transportation
projects typically occurs through one of two
legislative actions: the Authorization Bill or
an annual Appropriations Bill. Members of
Congress have initiated the process for re-
questing earmarks in the new Authorization
Bill. In February, the MPO took action to sup-
port a request by CATA to expand its mainte-
nance facility.

In April, correspondence was received provid-
ing guidance for the submission of requests no
later than May 1, 20009.

Staff recommended that the MPO support
CATA’s submission for its maintenance facil-
ity expansion, submit the Route 322 Safety
Project, and identify other projects for which
earmarks should be requested. Patton Town-
ship also asked that the CCMPO support its
request for $4.5 million for the construction

of the Waddle Road Interchange project (see
page 4).

The Coordinating Committee took action to :

o Support the Centre County Board of
Commissioners submission for the Route 322
Safety Project

»  Support CATA’s submission for the maintenance
facility expansion

»  Support Patton Township’s submission for the
Waddle Road Interchange construction

o Submit a request for the Whitehall Rd/University
Dr. Extension project

o  Submit a request for the Route 350 Safety
Improvements project
Submit a request for the Route 550 Bishop St.
turn lane (Betterment) project
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2009-2012 TIP Amendment — Waddle Road Interchange Project

In March, the Patton Township Board of Su-
pervisors began working on a public/private
partnership to advance improvements to the
Waddle Road Interchange on 1-99. This pro-
ject was previously included on the LRTP,
but was removed in 2008 because of fiscal
constraints. Patton Township has indicated
that it will complete the Preliminary Engi-
neering (PE) phase of the project with 100%
local funds. The Township will also be re-
questing an earmark for the project through
the reauthorization legislation. The Township
intends to have the local funding for the PE
phase count toward the non-federal share of
the overall project, which requires that the
project be included on the TIP prior to any
work being completed.

Staff is working with FHWA and PennDOT
to determine whether the addition of the PE
phase of this project to the TIP will require
an Air Quality Conformity Analysis. Be-
cause this determination was not available at
the meeting, staff recommended that the Co-
ordinating Committee approve an amend-
ment to the TIP, contingent upon the com-
pletion of an Air Quality Conformity Analy-
sis, if required.

The Coordinating Committee approved an
amendment to the 2009-2012 TIP to include the
Preliminary Engineering Phase of the Waddle
Road Interchange Project with 100% local funds,
contingent upon the completion of an Air Quality
Conformity Analysis, if required.

Upcoming Meetings:

May 280 Coordinating Committee

June 1 Technical Committee

June 230 Coordinating Committee




